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Cheyenne Maines, Staff Writer 

Sept. 22, 2015 

   The 7th and 8th graders were entertained by an awesome band and learned 

how to save money also. The band’s name was Gooding.  The leader of the 

band was Gooding , the drummer’s name was Jesse, the bass player was Billy.  

After their concert I had a chance to interview Gooding and asked about the 

band’s goals.  “The main goal is to help more people and make good music,” 

stated Gooding. 

    He also said the band has been together for ten years and the charity has 

been working for four 

years. Their plans for the 

future are to 

continue tours 

and charity 

work. 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Upcoming Events  

at MMS  

 Report Cards  Oct. 29 

 Yearbooks on sale until 

Oct. 30th for $20. 

 Hurricane Harvest  

Nov.19 

 Walkathon Nov.19 

 Scholar Bowl match vs. 
St. Elizabeth Seton  

Nov.19 

 

Follow us on Twitter 
@roarmms 

  

 

TOPICS COVERED 

 Trusting your heart and following your passion 

 The importance of self-reliance 

 The impact of education and finding mentors in your 

community 

 Financial Literacy—pitfalls, plans of action, warnings 
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Volleyball  

  France Louis, Staff writer 

 

  

Follow us on Twitter: @ROARMMS  

 

 

Cross Country  

 Kaddish Blaise, Staff Writer 

     MMS is off and running,!  So far the cross country meets are 
going well.  Both Coach Doddridge and Mr. Wennlund are very 
happy with the effort the runners have put forth and how much 
time they are dropping. It has been great fun to watch how much 
improvement is seen in every race.   A special mention goes to 

Quentin Warren for his top 6 finishes In every race this year!   

    Also Manatee hosted the  Collier County Cross Country 

Championships on Saturday, October 24th from 8am – 

10am.  There were thirteen middle schools in attendance 

and over 300 runners competing in races!  

 

Coach Carter, Contributor 

   This past Saturday MMS hosted the cross country 

county championship.  It was a spectacular event and I 

am proud of how our cross country teams represented 

the school and ran outstanding races.  In particular, 

Quinten Warren finished 3rd overall in the boys champi-

onship race.  A lot of the credit for the great perfor-

mances the athletes displayed goes to Coach 

Doddridge and Coach Wennlund.  

   I also want to thank the many volunteers that I 

had help me run the championship meet and 

make it an enjoyable 

and exciting event.   

 

 

      

 

  

 

 

 

 

Volleyball 

 

 

 

    Cross country team at Mackle Park  Invitational 

Manatee Sports Teams… On the Move! 

Coach Wingrove, Contributor 

The 2015-2016 Girls and Boys Volleyball teams began the season with 

high expectations. Both teams have met and are exceeding those 

expectations. Currently the boys team is undefeated and playing very 

well as a team. The girls team had their first win in 3 years and is eyeing 

a strong finish to the season with great attitudes and spirit.  

Both the boys and girls, led by their captains, David Gomez and Madisen 
Hankins, will look to go deep into the playoffs representing the pride of 

the Hurricanes!    

 

THE HURRICANE PRIDE 
Page 2 
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VOLUME 1  

 

 

Mr. Wennlund  

Cross County Coach and Civics Teacher 

Haidy Betancourt, Staff Writer   

 

 Mr. Wennlund came to Florida from Naperville, 
Illinois which is about 30 miles west of Chicago. He used to 
teach both at middle school and high school level. Last year 
he taught American History at Hubert H. Humphrey Mid-
dle School in Bolingbrook IL, home of the Warriors. Be-
fore that he taught Language Arts at Kennedy Junior High 
and also worked at Naperville North High School before 

that. 

  

 He actually started coaching a bit by accident. He 
was approached by a friend several years ago who asked  if 
he would be interested in coaching swimming. He told him 
that he would, and he coached the 11-12 age group for 
several years. During the summer he coached a swim team 
that has about 130 kids ranging in age from 5 to 18.  Need-
less to say, when he got to manatee, he wanted an oppor-
tunity to coach and so he asked Mr. Carter about what 
kind of coaches he needed and cross country was available. 
He was really excited the opportunity to coach cross 
country because he had so much fun running cross country 

when he was a student.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

   

Staff and 

Student 

Spotlight     

Page 3 

    Congratulations to Thienkieu 
Huynh and Emi-sael Vega for being 
chosen as the students of the Month 
for Rotary.  They were honored at a 

luncheon with 
teacher, Mrs. 
Fisher.   These 
students exhibit 
excellent effort in 
all they do. 

ROTARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH        

KADDISH BLAISE, STAFF WRITIER 
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     Haidy Betancourt, Staff Writer 

 The Hurricane Academy has a hero named Mr. Webster..  Through his desire to help  children learn  and grow into 

leaders, he helped start the after school program. He enjoys seeing all the students have accomplished.  He helps provide the 

funds for the program to continue to provide  academic activities , snacks, and even dinner!  He knows that Manatee students 

were in need of this program and wanted to help.   He not only helps Manatee Middle but also Manatee Elementary.  All of the 

students and families want to say THANK YOU to Mr. Webster.  You are our hero! 

Community Heroes 

PRINCIPAL’S  NOTES  

Hello Hurricanes!   

Our school year is off to an exciting start!  There are so many successes to celebrate at Manatee Middle School.  So let’s start off with some 

exciting student achievement results from last school year.  Did you know that MMS 8th graders who took Algebra 1 outperformed all the 

other secondary schools in Collier County?  That’s right… MMS students had the highest scores on the Algebra 1 End of Course Exam!  Way 

to go students and way to go 8th grade Algebra teachers!  I know that our students will do it again this year! 

 

On another note, let’s talk about our awesome English Language Arts ACHIEVE 3000 program.  Last year, Mrs. Galloway’s class won a 

National Award for Achieve 3000.  With our student’s help and teacher’s focus this year, our ACHIEVE 3000 data should be sky-rocketing 

and so should those LEXILE levels.  Students, keep up the excellent work with ACHIEVE 3000!  I will be watching each of you and how you 

improve this school year!  Please check your inbox/ mailbox in ACHIEVE 3000 for important emails from me!  Who knows, maybe you will 

help your class win a national award this year! 

 

In Social Studies and Science, our students are succeeding with writing.  If you closed your eyes in one of our Social Studies or Science 

classrooms, you would think you were in a writing classroom.  This is a big part of the curriculum and I cannot wait to read more from our 

students with their argumentative essays and informative essays.  We really know how to cite evidence! 

 

And let’s not forget our awesome Related Arts classrooms!  Did you know our 8th graders take H.O.P.E.- Health Online Physical Education- 

courses?  This means our 8th graders can earn another high school credit.  Did you know our Naples Daily News Newspaper rack came in 5th 

place?  Thanks to our Art students we were in the Top 5 for middle schools.  Did you know Mr. Pozo’s students are earning Microsoft 

certifications?  And how about band.  Did you know we have one of the best jazz bands in Collier County? 

 

Truly there are so many successes at MMS!  Please feel free to drop your SUCCESS in our SUCCESS BUCKET in the cafeteria!  You may be 

featured in our next newsletter. 

 

ROARingly yours, 

Mrs. Vickaryous 

 

 

 



 5 

 

MEDIA MANIA 
WE ALL LOVE IT! 

YOU GOTTA READ IT!  

BOOK REVIEW  

By France Louis  

Title:  Sisters                                           

Author: Raina Telgemeier  

I read an amazing book called 

Sisters. It is about two sisters 

that are going on a road trip for 

a whole week. On the trip they 

learn their parents are having 

issues. The parents are fighting 

a lot and are on the verge of 

separating.  The two sisters 

realize that they have been 

fighting over the 

little things in life 

and they become 

closer.  

 

 

MMS’s Media Center’s website has lots of 

helpful links and information on things like: 

Scholastic Reading Counts 

How to create an iPortfolio 

How to renew and hold your own books on 

Destiny 

How to use Overdrive 

to check out e-books 

And more!        

 

  Tidbits  from  Mrs. Alvarez 

Newspaper Staff   

Cheyenne Maines      Damian Martinez                                          

France Louis                 Haidy Betancourt                                     

Kaddish Blaise              Hanoy  Mijares                        

Juventino Lucio           Goretty Elien                                         

Miguel Rodriguez        Steve Charelus 
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   Hurricane Academy is in High Gear 

 

Damian  Afanador , Staff Writer 

   Hurricane Academy is the best afterschool program. I say that because we  

get to do our homework, eat snack, eat dinner, and we have  a party at the 

end of the year. 

   Hurricane Academy got underway on 

September 8th.  There are seventeen 

teachers helping students learn and have 

fun in varied activities such as debate, 

master gardener, newspaper, chess, tech 

skills, Achieve 3000 , arts and crafts, glee 

club  and more!   If  you are looking for a 

great way to have fun after school you 

should join! 

Debate Team  

                    Hannah Poinvil, Staff Writer 

 MMS Debate is a band of brilliant 6th, 7th, and 8th graders who research for 
different sides of a discussion. They work cooperatively to create argumentative 
essays and include excellent rebuttals. Every debate meeting is on Tuesday in 
Hurricane Academy after school. Debate will make your researching, analytical 
thinking and public speaking skills all sturdier than they already are. Every year we 
have four competitions where we compete against all the other public middle 
schools in Collier County.  Our first debate was on October 22nd. We 
competed against Gulfview Middle School and Immokalee Middle School. The first 
resolution debated was year-round school. The second resolution debated was 
about adding a woman’s portrait to the ten dollar bill. We won the first round, 

but lost the second round. Everyone spoke clearly and had great crossfires! 

Here are a few of the resolutions from last year: 

 Pros and Cons of Keystone Excel Pipeline  
 Pros and Cons of Free Internet Access    
 Pros and Cons of Obama Care 
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STUDENT COUNCIL   

Rudy Hinojosa, Staff Writer  

The officers were chosen for student 

council.  Mr. Seaburg is the advisor.  

They are:  

Pablo Macedo-President,  

Alma Morales-Vice President, Selina 

Montalvo-Secretary,  

Laura Moon-Treasurer  

BRAVI’ 

7th Grade Field Trip to                          

Artis of Naples 

          France Louis ,  Staff writer 

 The 7th graders  enjoyed  

an enchanting show at the Artis 

of Naples.  The Naples orchestra 

played four pieces  of music.. 

The conductor spoke to the 

students about  the creation of 

sound and how it is created 

through vibration.  They also 

had a guest conductor  from the 

University of Michigan, Paul 

Dooley, speak to  the students.  

One of the pieces titled,   Velocity 

Festivals  was  written                 

by  him.   

The orchestra stage  at Artis  

 

Students R.O.A.R. 

THE STUDENT COUNCIL IS CURRENTLY 

HAVING A CANNED FOOD DRIVE CONTEST.  

ALSO RED RIBBON WEEK IS THE  LAST 

WEEK OF OCTOBER!  STUDENTS WILL 

ENJOY JERSEY DAY, NERD DAY, DISNEY 

DAY, AND MMS DAY! 

STUDENT COUNCIL                                                     

HELPING IN MANY WAYS! 
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  Save Fred! 
  Damien Afandor, Staff Writer 

     
   Manatee students had fun with an activity during STEM week 
that involved saving a gummy worm’s life!   Students had to 
work in groups of four and figure out how to get Fred’ life jack-
et out from under a cup and put Fred into his life jacket. using 
only paper clips!  Students had to all work together to solve 
the dilemma.  They could not poke Fred with the paper clip 
and he could not touch the table (water).  It was an engineering 
task using our tools.  Lucky for Fred, he survived until he got 

eaten at the end of the experiment!   

Thank you  

Mrs. Wyss for plan-
ning the engaging 

activity! 

OCTOBER IS ANTI-BULLYING MONTH   

    By Cheyenne Maines, Staff Writer 

 Red Ribbon Week is an annual event to highlight 

awareness of alcohol, tobacco, other drugs and violence.  Red 

Ribbon Week is the oldest and largest drug prevention campaign 

in the country. Red Ribbon Week generally takes place in the last 

week of October. Red Ribbon Week commemorates the 

ultimate sacrifice made by DEA agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena , 

who died at the hand of drug traffickers in Mexico while fighting 

the battle against illegal drugs to keep our country and children 

safe.   

 

To read more about Red Ribbon Week            

scan the QR code. 
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How does your teacher use technology and why is it important? 

 

JUVENTINO LUCIO 

‘’My civics teacher uses tech when we are studying for a test. We play games based on the topic we 

are learning about. For example, we play Kahoot and we use Plickers’’ 

GORETTY ELIEN 

“My teacher, Mrs. De La Vega, uses tech responsibly when we are on Kahoot. We use it to study for 
tests. It helps because we have a visual image of what the test is going to be about. She does it with 

the whole class and we took the test the next day.” 

MIGUEL ANGLE RODRIDGEZ  

“My technology class is important so I can learn to manage computers. I really don’t know how all 

the stuff works. So yeah it is really important.” 

HANOY MILJARES                        

“My teacher, Ms. Strachan, uses technology to play Kahoot. It helps us know what is going to be on 
the test and it is also fun. She uses Kahoot for everyone in the class. The topic that she teaches is 

science, so it can help us.” 

RUDY HINOJOSA 

“My teacher uses technology for Class Dojo, messages, and work for students to practice.” 

TECH CORNER QUOTES  

JUVENTINO LUCIO, STAFF WRITER 

The After School Chef  

Apple Toast                                     
Ingredients: 
1 tablespoon butter  
4 slices white or whole wheat bread    
1 tablespoon cinnamon  
1 large apple, cored and thinly sliced     

Directions 
Set oven to broil.  Spread butter on one side of each slice of 
bread. Place apple slices on buttered side of bread. Sprinkle 
cinnamon on top. Place bread on a baking sheet . 
Place in a preheated oven until toasted, about 2 minutes.  
Enjoy! 


